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Baseball

Preface

The Black color barrier in Major League Baseball was broken April 15, 1947, by Jackie
Robinson. Robinson made history by debuting with the Brooklyn Dodgers, becoming the first
African American to play in Major League Baseball in the modern era.

Before Robinson, Black players were excluded from Major League teams due to racial
segregation. They played in the Negro Leagues instead. Jackie Robinson’s courage and talent
helped pave the way for the integration of professional sports in America and marked a major
milestone in the civil rights movement.

Three all-Black baseball teams in Fayette were the Fayette Eagles, Fayette Athletics and one
unnamed team in the 1960’s. The teams existed as part of the vibrant tradition of
independent and barnstorming Black baseball teams in Missouri during that time. These
teams often played in local leagues or organized games independently, contributing to the rich
tapestry of African American baseball history. While the initial park was known as “Liberty
Park,” it was known in the Fayette community as “Negro city park.”

In August 2022, local artist Charles Broadus completed a Muriel painting at Robert E. Paige
Liberty Memorial Park. The painting (shown on the subsequent page) depicted a historical
time when Liberty Park (which is what it was called prior to 1988, when the name was
changed to honor Robert E. Paige, first Fayette citizen killed in the Vietnam war at age of 20),
was vibrant and full of entertainment, especially on Sundays if not the entire weekend.

Roper-Gates Post 336, known to many as the American Legion Hall and a vital part of the
African America community in Fayette, its origin from those military men that served this
country was issued a temporary charter in 1944, under the name of John Williams Roper post
336. On September 4, 1946, the members made application to American Legion National
headquarters for a permanent charter. It is believed the establishment of Roper-Gates Post
336 may have had an influence on the beginning of Liberty Park (across the street from Roper-
Gates on Railroad Street).

—
| —




%

. . .
b o Y esaad o

The above mural gives an image of good times back in the day. To give the mural a bit more
meaning, especially to those who may not remember the park “back in those days,” | wanted
to add more color by sharing stories of the baseball and softball games during that era. While |
regret not all the “good times” can be shared, hopefully the articles below give a glimpse back
into the past.

The 1938 Fayette Athletics

The Fayette Athletics were an African American baseball team that played in the mid to late
1930’s. A photo from 1938 (see on the next page), highlights they had a record of 28-6 on the
baseball diamond. The team was in existence for five years under the managership of David
Alvis. Many felt Raydell Powell Sr. could have made it to the major leagues, but the “color
barrier” was not broken until a decade later.

Lester Boggs was one of the pitchers for the team. He could not only throw a pitch with speed
but also threw a lot of “junk” that simply had batters swinging in the air. Harry Jackmon was
tall and known to be a great athlete. Then there were Marion Cravens and Henry “Tutt”
Broadus, both small in stature but known for their speed. The team completed in a league
consisting of teams from Armstrong, Mexico, Boonville, Fulton and the Dalton Black Dots.
Games were played mostly on Sundays, before a stand full of spectators. Before Liberty Park
was open, games were played at Fairgrounds Park. Stories were told that Satchel Paige, a
Kansas City Monarchs player, accompanied his team to Fayette, but did not play.

Some of the players were into baseball so much, they later became umpires in the 1950s and
60s. They included William “Billy” Broadus, Cordell Broadus, Raydell Powell Sr., and George
“Buster” Dickerson. Later, William Broadus along with Powell, Alvis, Walter “Chicken Bill”
Williams, and Roy “Muchie” Turner were coaches for the Little League teams at Liberty Park.
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THE FAYETTE ATHLETICS had a 28-6 record on the baseball diamond in 1938.
The team was in existence for five years under managership of DAVID ALVIS
(standing at left).

1938 players pictured were: (Seated, left to right), James
Cooper, Richard Wilhoit, Schooling Tindall, Henry Br_oad-
us, Raydell Powell and Alexander Bundy. (Standing),

William Broadus, Obbie McQuitty, Thornton Conner,.Lil
burn Gates, Aubrey Boggs, Lester Bogss, Janfes A, Gaines,
Nathan Tindall, Harry Jackman and Marion Cravens,

The Fayette Eagles

The “Eagle” mascot was a well-known name by several area baseball teams. Of course, there
was Central College (now Central Methodist University), Armstrong Eagles and Fayette Eagles.
The major difference was the Fayette Eagles were a local Black baseball team that played in
the late 1940’s and into the early 1950’s. While many of the names are not recognizable by
those of us today, they were obviously an important part of the African American community.
As the saying goes, a “picture says a thousand words.” Unfortunately, we do not have access
to any pictures. However, the following newspaper articles from the Fayette Advertiser (Wirt
Mitchell, Editor), gives us wonderful insights into these men. In most cases, only last names
were listed.

One amusing story was when all the players played in various positions. The catcher sat in a
rocking chair to catch the ball from behind the plate. Before going to the articles, here are
insights into a few of the players, and priceless memories.

William L. Fisher

William L. Fisher was the father William “Dee” Fisher, Jr., who was the first Black mayor in
Fayette. The elder Fisher was considered one heck of a catcher. He was so good that during at
least one game in August 1939, Fisher caught from a rocking chair.

Raydell Powell Sr.
Powell also played with the Fayette Athletics in the 1930’s. He was such a great athlete he
could have played at the major league level but for segregation. Powell served as an instructor

to many of the younger, up and coming players. He went on to become a local umpire at
Liberty Park.

—
| —



John Kenneth “Buck” Robinson

“Buck” or “Bucky” as he was sometimes called played third base. He was a talented, gifted
athlete. Robinson had rather large hands and could put steam on the ball when throwing to
first base. According to Frank Petty, Robinson had such a strong arm that when the ball hit the
glove of the first baseman it sounded like “a shotgun went off.” Sylvia Robinson Bracks, the
daughter of “Buck” Robinson recalled that her father (J.K. “Buck”) played alongside the famed
Jackie Robinson, Buck O’Neal, and Jim Lamark in the Kansas City Monarchs Negro League. He
also played with the Fayette Eagles until he was 62 and umpired baseball until he was 70.”

Jesse Smith

A gifted businessman/entrepreneur (owned a local “juke joint on South Church Street and on
Highway 5 North) was the one who scheduled their games and purchased uniforms, etc. The
team traveled on a small bus. However, no wives, significant others and friends were allowed
to travel with the players. Smith was strict about that. The players were responsible to “ready”
the field for play.

E.W. Tolson, Micky Harris and Leonard Graves
These are three other names mentioned as players.

Fayette Advertiser’ — The 1948 Season for the Fayette Eagles
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‘Fayette Advertiser’ - The 1949 Season for the Fayette Eagles













‘Fayette Advertiser’ - The 1950 Season for the Fayette Eagles

There were fewer articles located in the Fayette Advertiser during this season. While rain out

games seem to have been a factor, there is the possibility games played were not reported to
the Advertiser.
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1960’s Team

While details are lacking about the 1960’s baseball team that played at Liberty Park, there
were at least two teams that played during the 1960’s era. Several players played on both
teams.

Coached by William “Billy” Broadus
Albert Turner recalls being a bat boy for two years for one of the Fayette teams that played in
1962 or 1963. He was in the eighth or ninth grade at Lincoln Public School. The team had no
official name or mascot. Billy Broadus was the head coach, and all their home and away
games were played on a Sunday. Albert shared that on away games some “players rode with
Mr. Billy in his station wagon. The equipment was in the back of the cargo area.” Albert
himself had to ride in this section of the car and remembers it being quite dusty with all the
equipment, etc.
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Albert looked forward to the games at Liberty Park. He remembers the concession area with
good old strawberry “pop” in ice cold water. For whatever reason, he was not allowed to work
in the concession box. He remembers a few ladies about his age that helped with concessions.

Players on that team included Tommy Stemmons, who was fast and led off in the starting
lineup. Richard “Bunk” Harvey was the cleanup man and batted fourth.” While Harvey struck
out a lot, when he connected with the ball it traveled a long way. The other teammates
included Johnny “Bob” Harvey, William “Nini “ Jackmon, Nathaniel Graves, who was a pitcher,
Monte Ralph, left-handed first baseman on defense, Jacob Miller, Melvin (Cravens) Baskett,
described as a heck of a shortstop, Harry Wright, William “Dee” Fisher, Lawrence

“Sonny”“ Estes, catcher, and a Simmons from Columbia, who played at Hickman High School.
Also, Wallace Jackmon played that season and was known to be quite comical.

In terms of the field condition at Liberty Park, if you were playing in right field, it was hard to
see the ball coming with the sun in your eyes. Players had to make adjustments. Albert recalls
no home run fence at the park. It was open territory with a sloping outfield. There was always
a tall light pole in dead center field.

The team played against Boonville, Centralia, Fulton, Mexico, and Slater. All games were
played when the weather was extremely hot. After the games, whether the team was home
or on the road, they would always go to a local Black club or tavern for a few drinks with the
opposing team. There were no fights, and everyone got along together in the spirit of friendly
competition. The teams would normally hang together until seven or eight in the evening. Due
to his age, Albert would wait outside, although the team bought him soda or a popsicle.

Coached by William “Dee” Fisher, Jr.
It is believed this team followed the one coached by Billy Brodus. The team was managed by
skipper, William L. “Dee” Fisher, Jr. Let me acknowledge many of the players. They included
Lawrence “Sonny” Estes, Raymond “Mike” Eubanks, Johnny “Bob” Harvey, Richard (“Bunk” or
“Big Twister”) Harvey, Jacob Miller, Butch Tolson, Fisher “Big Timber” Warren, Al West, and
Harry Wright. Also, other players were “Night Rider,” and the Tatum’s from the Keytesville
area.

On one occasion two former locals, Dewey “Dub” Eubanks and Donald “Jam-up” Jackman
from Kansas City played on the team in a game against Boonville inmates at the penitentiary.
“Big Timber” Warren was known to hit the ball over the top of Second Baptist Church when
playing on the schoolyard at Lincoln Public School.

Women'’s Softball

Ladies and Their History at Liberty Park
The young African American ladies in the community played on a softball team. Their first
coach was Monte Ralph, who was hard on the ladies but made them a good team. This was in
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the late 1960s. The team had no specific name. Monte coached the team for a couple of years
and later William “Billy” Broadus, a faithful bystander and umpire became their coach.

Billy coached the team for years. The team played Black teams from Boonville and Salisbury.
They played all their home games on Sunday afternoon at Liberty Park (now called Robert

E. Paige-Liberty Park) or away at the other teams’ site. The players described these times as
the “good ole days. “

They never played Columbia except for one occasion where the team remembers Helen
Margaret Jackman running to first and accidentally ran into the opposing team’s first base
player, Betty Van Buren. Knowing this was going to create drama with the Columbia team,
Coach Ralph told all the players to stay in the dugout but “hold their ground”. The players
believed that each team was afraid of one another. No fight broke out and this ended the
game. A number of the Fayette ladies worked in Columbia. But when they went to work on
Monday everything was normal.

Some of the players on the team included Laurene “Boogie” Gibson, described as a good
catcher, and ran taking “little” steps. She was comical and fun to be around. Linda Turner, an
exceptional athlete, was still in high school at the time and played on the team. She was a long
ball hitter and played most any base, on defense. Then there was Sarah Cowans, a skillful
pitcher who could likewise hit the ball long and far, many times out of the park. However,
Sarah was not the swiftest runner. She generally made it only to second base. Sarah was a
decent size woman and recalls one time when she rounded third base and fell. Everybody
started hollering “earthquake, earthquake.”

Wilma “Allene” (Turner) Logan was a member of the team. Allene played third base when in
the field. She was known to get dusty while fielding hit balls at the “hot corner.” Allene
specifically recalled when she and Boogie were drinking beer prior to the game. When the
game started, Boogie’s mother, Ella Mae Gibson told them to put the beer in the cooler and
“nobody is going to bother it.”

Others included the Basket family — Rita Ann, Paula, and Regina. They were related to Coach
Broadus.

The team won most of their games and beat Boonville and Salisbury. The team was “damn
good” according to Sarah. They had talented players and all got along, even till this day.

Practices were held during the week. Some of the local gentlemen taught the ladies how to
play including Coaches’ Ralph and Broadus, and David Alvis Jr. The team, on at least one
occasion, played the older ladies. They included Lillie Mae Jackman, Lillian Broadus (she wore
a dress while playing), Auida Smith, and Bertha Jackman. The teams were mixed up, so each
team had a full group of players.

C.B. Angels
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The team was named after C.B. Logan, Coach, former Columbia, MO native and husband to
Wilma “Allene” (Turner) Logan. The team started playing after 1977. They played for several
years under Coach Logan. They wore green shirts, yellow shorts, and some of the ladies even
fitted themselves with yellow and black tennis shoes.

The Angels’ softball team consisted of:
*  Wilma “Allene” (Turner) Logan
* Stella (Boone) Burnes

¢ Sara Cowans

* Marilyn Estes

* Mary Lee (Madison) Fisher

* Janet (Jackman) Ganaway

* Laurene “Boogie” Gibson

* FondalJackman

* Regina (Baskett) Powell

* Linda Turner

Sarah Cowans could not wait for Sundays to come. That is how much she enjoyed watching
her former teammates and the amazing support from the Black community. The park was
always full of spectators.

The C.B. Angels were not in a softball league but played teams from Salisbury and Slater.
Once, when they played the Slater Soul Sisters at their park in Slater, they remembered the
park being full. The team lost some games, but very few.

Linda Turner was a force to reckon with. She hit the ball far and never wanted a slow player on
base in front of her. Linda could run and would be on their heels. She recalls a specific incident
involving Gloria Jean (Madison/Chapman) Barnett, short in stature, who ran on her toes. Linda
almost ran over her.

Allene had the most epic homerun. While at bat she hit the ball, and it went a few inches in
front of home plate. Allene immediately fell and started laughing. The players and Coach
Logan said “run, run.” She took off and at each base the other team over-threw the play/
bases. Allene was starting to run out of gas rounding the bases and wanted to stop at third to
rest. But once again, through the encouragement of her team, she ran home for a home run.

Mike Jackman was the umpire who called most of the games. He recalled a situation where an
Angels’ player hit a ground ball, and the other team had a force play at second base. The
opposing player stepped on the bag causing an automatic out. However, the opposing player
preceded to tag the same Angels player sliding into second but missed. Umpire Jackman
called the player out (due to the force-out). Coach Logan blew a gasket and went off.
Eventually Umpire Jackman, through the encouragement and insistence of Allene, threw C.B.
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out of the game. C.B. continued to raise ruckus throughout the game from behind the
homeplate screen.

Coach Logan was extremely hard on Allene (his wife) and blamed her for all the team’s
mishaps. The team wanted to do good. They did not want to hear C.B.'s yelling. C.B. Logan was
the only coach the team ever had.

The team recalls the faithful supporters that followed them to every game. They included
Auida Smith and Helen Jackman.

The umpires included Cordell Broadus, Ernest Gaines, Billy Broadus, and Mike Jackman. Other
activities taking place during the games were Ben Canada’s barbecue and Mr. John A.
Williams, who always walked around entertaining folks with his cigar tricks, etc. Then there
were fish fries and other food sold by Bill Gaines, Billy Broadus, and David Alvis at the
American Legion Hall.

Thanks to Wilma “Allene” (Turner) Logan, Sarah Cowans, Linda Turner, and Mike Jackman for
contributing to this story.

Conclusion

We do not want to overlook one other important fact. Fayette was home to Johnnie Lee
Vivens, a notable African American pitcher who played for the St. Louis Stars in the Negro
leagues in 1929. Vivens was born in Fayette in 1896 and passed away in Columbia, Missouri, in
1958.

When you speak about baseball in this area, you have to mention another great Negro league
player, John Donaldson. Donaldson was born in 1892, in nearby Glasgow. He was nominated
into the Missouri Sports Hall of Fame in 2017, and a recently created baseball field in Glasgow
named in his honor. Here is a link to the Feb newsletter on the HCGS website: https://
jymiller.net/HCGSnews2025feb.pdf

From a time when no African Americans or “people of color” played in the major leagues, on
Opening Day 2025, there were 59 Black players on Major League Baseball (MLB) active and
inactive rosters, representing approximately 6.2% of all MLB players. This marks a slight
increase from 6.0% in 2024 and 6.2% in 2023, but it remains significantly lower than the peak
of 18% recorded in 1991.

In addition to those on Opening Day rosters, there were 18 Black players in the Minor Leagues
on MLB 40-man rosters at the start of the 2025 season, with some called up since then.

While current representation remains low, these developmental efforts suggest potential for
increased Black participation in MLB in the coming years. As of the 2023 Major League
Baseball (MLB) season, approximately 40% of players on Opening Day rosters were individuals
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of color. This includes players who identify as Black, Hispanic, or Latino, Asian, or from other
non-white racial or ethnic backgrounds.

It is amazing how far the race(s) have come in baseball. While there were struggles, it was
through perseverance, courage, and faith we have come this far.

It was an awesome experience for me to research and collect the stories and memories. Those
that contributed to these memories genuinely enjoyed sharing their stories. Special thanks to
Danny Broadus, Mike Eubanks, Donald Hill, Mike Jackman, and Albert Turner for their
contributions, and to Justin Addison, owner and editor, the Fayette Advertiser. And thanks to
Charles Broadus, for bringing back memories through his artwork.
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